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TYPICAL LIFE
STAGES OF TICKS*

Six-Legged
Larva

v

Eight-Legged
Nymph

v
'i Eight-Legged
Adult

Ticks are tougher than you think

Tcks are very good at transmiting disease. And
unfortunataly, ik conirol is often mra difcult than
fea conirl, inpart bacause most cks e on widife
whr we can' disupt thi reproducton

Thats a key reason you
shouid_use " year-round
ik contol fo_ pravent
ficks from ever geting
a chance to bite and
infoct your pat We can
elp you choose the
mostefectve. product
for your pet and sty

To prevent tick-borne
illness

You must use a produc
prevents biting, repels

them quickly, before they take a
blood meal. Ticks can transmit
disease in as fow as four hours,
once you find a tick attached to

your pet, the damage has likely

already been done.

Controlling ticks on your pets
Year-tound topical tck_protecton is crucial for
protacting comparion anmals against fikbome
iness. But even the bestproducts may not Kl svery
5k Liming the time your petspends in ik rendly
vironmants such 88 heavy woods, grasses or
brush wil reduce exposurs to ks, And bo sure o
chock your pal carefuly for icks atr any outdoor
adventurs.
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Tick-Borne Diseases
Who is at risk?

Humans Pets *
Lyme Disease v v

Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever
Babesiosis
In aditon t yoar-round ik provention on your pe, Endichlosis
ke these stops to help educe ek oxposure:
Rolapsing Fever
our housa iy
o0 grass mowed and
ks ove moist, shatdy arcas Tularomia

Golorado Tick Fever

Ticks are second only
i to mosquitoes when it

V/ Use yard sprays a the shrubby, shacy o o comes to_transmitting
your yard wheretcks trve. pathogens like bacteria

Hopatozoonosis ‘
and viruses.

V/ Clean up matarits ke bird seed or et Tick Paralysis
that may atract ickcarying rodents

v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v

Three reasons controlli
ticks is tricky

. incudng
s, i, rabbits, i
urkeys and rodenis
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This flea and tick
guide is provided by:

The Parasite Fight
s veterinarians, we have the medical raiing to
recommend the best products o protect your pef's
healih Therearo many excellen fleaand ik procucts
avaiabe fo conrling these parastes n your home,
your yerd, and on your pet. Each product hs fs owr
benatts, andwsllwarkwinyoutorecommend th b
ones o fit othyour fesyle and your pts nesd

Two things to remember:

1.Vigilance is impertant
Now that you know  bit about the complex [fs cyce
offleas and tcks, you can soe why its so mportant
1o folow product instnucons.precisely. Whis it can
b hard t ramamber monfhly tresiments or folow-
p appicatons, hal's the only way to be sure the
productcan do s ob.

2 Follow instructions carefully
The ks for diseass from p
any concems about top
Bre fching or tinging o
may cause your pots skin 1o wich,rol or scratch.
Howover,callus f you pet exparionces ski rlation
or redness, diahea, vomiing, ambing, or sezures
afer you have scminstored any flea or ok product

You can help prevent
adverse reactions by:

Carofully reading and following
the directions on the product.

Knowing the exact size and
weight of your animal for
proper dosing - don’t guess!

Use the corroct product for
your animal — NEVER use a dog
product on a cat or vice versa.
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FLEAS & TICKS 101

A veterinary guide to protecting our canine and feline patients.

3

P

Flea and tick prevention and control
aro essential parts of caring for your
pet. You know these parasites bite,
‘and causs itching and scratching that
can drive your pet crazy. But they
aro also serious threas fo your pet's
health and that of your family. What's
more, the many effective types of flea
andick treatments work ifferenty, so
choosing can be a complex decision.

That's why we want youto understand
as much as possible about how fleas
and ticks live, feed, and reproduce—
S0 together we can select the best
possible products for protecting the
pats and people in your household.
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Controlling fleas indoors
Adult fleas ive on your pet whers they can feed on
blood, but thlr sggs and feces, which ook much ike
Salt snd popper,drop of into any areas whers your
pet spends time — in corpet,
beddng, and  furnture.
Thera, the sags become
larvas, which_actually
e on the bload-nch
flea faces. Each lanva
eventually forms  pupa
which spins @ cocoon,
and then the  pupa
dovelops info an_adult
lea i st n the cocoon.
When the sdult flea senses
that & host may be nsarby—irom vibraton carbon
diosids, or heai—it smerges and haps aboard, and
he process begins again.

Fraquent, thorough vacuming and washing bedingin
ot watercan helprecuca tha number o foas in your
homs. Wa can slo racommend an snvionmantal
e conirol produc ha s pproprias fo ndoor use

Controlling fleas outdoors
Outsids your home, whather you e in the Gy
or county, its impertant to slminate.flsa-Hendly
‘omironmants and discourage flea-carrying aimals.

Here are a fow steps to take:

v/ Flea eggs and larvas thrive in moist arsas
protecid from the sun, 5o you may wani o use
i soray 1o traat shaded sress (under decks,
ndar shrube).

V/ Rake up leave
hiding spots

+/ Eliminate or contain
arbage, pet ood,
compost,and other
matarial tat atract
widits hich may
auch a

Fleas are great jumpers,
launching up to 8 inches
vertically and 12 inches
horizontally. So after an
adult flea emerges from
the cocoon, getting to
your pet is just a few
hops away.





